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Unity in Diversity

Celebrating Black History Month and Lunar New Year at AIMS

In February, the AIMS K12 College Prep Charter District
becomes a hub of cultural celebration, particularly
honoring the richness of Black and Asian heritages. It's a
time when the contributions and histories of these
communities are not just included but are spotlighted,
providing a deeper understanding and recognition of their
significance. Black History Month is a powerful affirmation
of Black excellence, resilience, and creativity. It's a
dedicated period for reflecting on the African diaspora's
profound impact on society, and it serves as an educational
journey that empowers students to understand and
celebrate the narratives that have shaped our world.

The Lunar New Year's explosion of color and tradition is a joyous recognition of Asian cultures
within the school district. Dragons and lanterns become symbols of a heritage rich in history
and philosophy, inviting students to immerse themselves in ancient and vibrant celebrations.
This time allows for the stories and traditions of Asian communities to take center stage,
ensuring that these voices are heard and valued. It's a celebration that's as educational as it is
festive, highlighting the diverse ways in which Asian cultures enrich our collective experience.

At AIMS K12 College Prep Charter District. February is more than just a month; it's a
statement that Black and Asian lives are integral to the fabric of our community. The district's
commitment to these celebrations is a testament to the value placed on these cultures. It's an
acknowledgment that while love may be universal, the experiences of Black and Asian
communities are unigue and deserve to be recognized and uplifted.

The convergence of Valentine's Day with Black History Month and Lunar New Year
celebrations creates a powerful narrative where love is expressed through respect,
understanding, and the joyous celebration of Black and Asian lives and histories.

Superintendent Woods-Cadiz
AIMS K12 College Prep Charter District
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Vibrant Vibes: February's School
Culture Buzz

@ School Culture Focus This Month

This month, the school is focusing on several key aspects of its culture. Teachers are
emphasizing the importance of building family and community ties, while also addressing the
issue of bullying by developing students' ability to identify it and encouraging them to
embrace their roles as allies. Additionally, the school is collaborating with AIMS Counselors
to prioritize student mental health and support, and celebrate cultural diversity through a
Black History Month program that educates the school population about the
accomplishments of different cultures within the community.

& Student Celebrations

In terms of student celebrations, there will be various events including an HBCU Caravan, a
Black History Month Celebration, a Lunar New Year Celebration Parade, a Middle School
Dance, and activities at the PBIS Store.

Committee Meeting Summary
Furthermore, the School Site Council meetings were held for both the Elementary and
Middle Schools on February 8, 15, and 26, 2024, while the High Schoel conducted its
meetings on February 9 and 20, 2024. Similarly, the School Safe Plan Committee meetings
took place for the Elementary and Middle Schools on February 15 and 26, 2024, with the
High School holding its meetings on February 9 and 20, 2024,

Ms. Natalie Glass
AIMS K-12 Director of Schools
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Prioritizing Social-Emotional Learning,
Test Preparation, and Safety Plan Updates

@<= Social Emotional Learning
This month's focus has been incorporating social-emotional learning and student of
the month.

192 Prepping State Testing
Teachers have also focused on preparing students for the state test by utilizing
Lumos Learning SBAC resources and books.

i .74 School Site Council Committee

We've also been meeting with our S5C committee to keep our parents updated with
the Comprehensive Safety School Plan and involving our school community to
provide effective feedback.

Ms. Axia Vang
Elementary School Head of Academics
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ES students interacting with Berkeley lion dancers

ES students celebrating Valentine's D
with candy grams and handmade cards
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AIMS Parents United: Leading the Way Together

AIMS Parents United Meeting: Successful Formation & Leadership Team
AIMS Parents United's inaugural meeting in early February was a resounding success!
We welcomed, congratulated, and thanked the committee members in attendance.
These dedicated parents have committed to actively supporting the AIMS school
community, enhancing our commitment to safety and positive presence in Oakland.

WELCOME AIMS PARENTS UNITED COMMITTEE!
President Shelly Chen-Liu

Directors Dominique Noel
Monigue Oatis
Muluemebet Talema
Senhit Dira
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Community Activist David Roach

Ad Hoc Advisor Member Isaac Kos-Read

Ms. Maryetta Golden
Community Liaison Coordinator

Illuminate & Scholastic Benchmarks:
Gauging Student Progress

“ T AIMS Benchmarks: Assessing Student Progress This month,
we wrapped up our 2nd round of Benchmarks. These
benchmarks are used by teachers to see how they are doing at
this time of the year. The students have been studying and trying
their best to master the standards. This will help us create
different plans to help all of our students grow.

ul # Testing Score Improvement: Collaboration Yields Results
AIMS noticed a significant increase in Benchmark 2 testing scores L
following professional development with teachers over the
Benchmark 1 reports. Mr. Ahmad form Data and Academic
Performance, worked with Ms. Glass, the Director of Schools, Ms.
Wells, the Instructional Coach, and School sites to go over the
strengths and weaknesses of student performance with the
teachers, and they were able to pinpoint areas they could assist
students with improvement.

AIMS REHE - KRS58

AIMS RRHIFE G5 A2 R EE K

AIMS ZREFAE-AYMBEREZNE TERARY | HMHEFEEBNEEE/M
BRTE, A MRS, SLEHMEMNRRBNMNIED R AIMS 24341 E, 1352
HME R R EMBEBIAGE,

Bl AIMS RREIGERE
b R =

B SHER IR Bk
HEFDR: KEHESF
FrERmARIRL 8 g - FHT- B

AZRBERRY EXRE MMRKER

BRERE XWERL
FLERHE TR &

FERAE SR . HEB4E

AIMS E# FIEB2EED

AR, EFI5ER T BRI BER6E RS LR AR T ARt P — F S AN
IZRE PAM—EES HS2B AR HERERE, SHEMEMHEFEIEE
REPRERLENR,

BEESHBIRES HIEEEKR

AIMS ;EEZ, Eﬁi%-% 1 $REAALE, BEREXBRERLE 2 Ao BBEERS
Ahmad SR REIEFEEXRIR, BB T Glass T, HEHHE Wells tc:t
BRMEIESE, BEE—ERT24RBVEBEINERES, thMaesTHE e
EEh2 A ouERIEE,




AIMS Middle School:

Student Engagement & Teacher Development

¥ Engagement of Students in Learning

The school is actively engaging students in learning by emphasizing the development of
skills, practices, and relationships within the curriculum. Efforts are being made to foster
teacher investment in curriculum development to enhance the learning experience
further. Additionally, the school is dedicated to continuing to highlight and support
social-emotional learning (SEL) activities to promote students' emotional well-being and
academic success.

Professional Development
Professional development remains a priority, with a focus on unit and lesson planning for
Semester Two, Quarter Three, and beyond. Training opportunities are provided through
vendor workshops, peer-teacher collaboration, and administrator-led sessions to ensure
educators are equipped with the necessary tools and strategies to effectively deliver the
curriculum and support student learning.

Ms. Zubida Bakheit
Middle School Head of Academics
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In honor of Black History month, we hosted
the HBCU caravan which was a success!

« Hosted the Airforce last month with a great turnout.

e« Had Genesys works presented to our 11th-grade
students to offer them a paid internship with a value
of 15,000 for their senior vyear. with a top
technology company in the Bay Area.

« Students are still working hard to finish their FAFSA.
| am so proud of the resiliency and the determination
of our Seniors. Our students come from such a
diverse  background including some  with
undocumented status who have had to deal with
major glitches and issues with filing out the FAFSA
and adjusting to the new protocols and rules.
Despite the system's setbacks our students continue
to persevere.
In College Planning our seniors are learning how to
write formal research papers and are working hard
on their senior projects. This year the senior projects
include a 4 page research paper, 10 hours of
fieldwork experience and a 4-6 minute presentation
in May.

e Students continue to receive college acceptances
from the CSU system and are gearing up for the
major College admissions season starting in March.

e In March our K-5 will participate in a College
Awareness month which AIMS to bolster college
awareness among our youngest students.

Mr. Jose Kabeer
College Bound Kids Coordinator
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AIMS ELD

DEPARTMENT UPDATES [/ FEB 2024

ELPAC season is here!

Every year between February and May, all of our AIMS English Learner students take a
test called the summative ELPAC (English Language Proficiency Assessment for
California). The purpose of this test is to assess the growth our English Learners are
making toward fluency in English. The test covers listening, reading, speaking, and writing
in English. Some of the test sections can be taken in large groups, but some are taken
one-on-one with an examiner. We are very proud of our AIMS English Learner scholars
for trying their hardest on this test and showing off their always-improving abilities in
English.

Detailed info about the ELPAC test in all of our AIMS languages is available here:
https://aimsk12.org/eld-elpac

Ms. Adria Banihashemi
K-12 ELD Coordinator
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AIMS High School Highlights: HBCU Expo, Black
History Celebration, Attendance Reminder

@ HBCU College Expo

AIMS High School hosted the HBCU College Expo this month with
representatives from owver 30 colleges and universities across the US. 90
students attended the event, there were 10 on the spot acceptances and nearly
$300,000 in scholarships awarded.

% Black History Month Celebration

AIMS High School celebrated Black History Month with performances from the
Middle School Jazz Ensemble and High School Dance team. Students performed
a series of skits spotlighting the Black heroes who inspired them and fought for
their rights.

7'# Attendance Check: Be Present and Engaged!

i Reminder: attendance matters! Showing up to school builds routines,
encourages engagement, and supports academic achievement. Make sure you're
attending school every day to receive the support you need to achieve academic
excellence!

Ms. Chaniel Clark
High School Head of Academics
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AIMS SpEd Press

NEWSLETTER FROM AIMS SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - FEB 2024

Dear AIMS families!

During the month of February, we worked to support inclusion by providing and
encouraging the use of universal designs for learning that benefit all students. For
example, staff increased students' access to visual aids (e.g. graphic organizers,
infographics, schedules), embedded short breaks during planned work periods, and shared
access to fidget items to help students build their work endurance and focus by
maintaining a regulated sensory system.

We welcome new staff members, school psychologist Erin Crawford, and occupational
therapist Claire Bryant!!!

Community Support
Get in contact with other families supporting their child with a disability by visiting the
agency linked below: https://familyresourcenavigators.org/

Ms. Deborah Woods
Director of Special Education
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AIMS Golden Eagles Men's Basketball team won their first —_— oy
BACSAC playoff game against Twin Oaks last night! Both teams |§] q:l E gé
fought hard until the very end and displayed teamwork and
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We would like to give a special shout out to our Lady Eagles Cheer
Team for supporting the championship games and raising the stands
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AIMS Team Spotlights:
Ms. Spencer, AIMS Middle School Teacher!

Ms. Spencer
9 Years at AIMS!

We asked some of our AIMS teachers about their
educational approach, the culture at AIMS District, and their
most memorable teaching moments. Please enjoy the first
part of a short series on “Teachers’ Experience at AIMS K-12
College Prep Charter District.”

I can't tell you how satisfying it is when | see students I've
had achieve college status and become professionals,
become moms, become soldiers, become artists, become all
that they can be because they achieved so much at AIMS

+ and that leveled up for them in their careers.”

Ms. Spencer, Math and Science Teacher since 2013,
explores what initially drew her to AIMS District and why
she decided to stay.

“I'd say the culture has been high expectations, both of the
teachers and the students. It has been hard work is valued,
effort is valued, and dignity is valued.”

In part three of Ms. Spencer's teachers experience series: we
dive into the pivots AIMS District made during the
pandemic.

“The foresite, the looking ahead, the anticipating challenges
is something that makes me very proud of our school. We
were able to cope with Covid better than a lot of schools
because we were prepared.”

TEACHERS'
EXPERIENCE

Scan or Clink to watch the interview! >>
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION!

AIMS celebrated Black History Month with a HBCU College Expo, a celebration filled with
exciting performances, a door decorating contest, and a visit to the Museum of Children's Arts to

explore Afro Futurism.

AIMS high school hosted the HBCU caravan, with representatives from over 30 historically black
colleges and universities in attendance. Students were able to connect with their dream schools
and ask all of their questions about the universities, college culture, and academics. The Expo
resulted in 10 on the spot acceptance and almost $300,00 in scholarships awarded!

At the Black History Month celebration, high school and middle school students came together to
celebrate black culture. The middle school Jazz Ensemble performed Kansas City Blues and
Motown and high school students sang a beautiful rendition of “Lift Your Voice." Students
introduced Black change-makers, innovators, and artists in a series of skits and performed a
dance routine. AIMS welcomed special guests from Omega Psi Phi to introduce the Divine ¢
fraternities. Please watch the full performances here: https://youtu.be/qYkwmOxjoUQ

Middle school students created artistic door decorations in honor of their heroes for Black
History Month. They presented each of their historical icons to celebrate their fight for freedom,
civil rights, women's rights, their right to vote, and for a quality education. Watch now!

Elementary and middle school students visited the Museum of Children's Art (MOCHA) to learn
about Afro Futurism, an ode to the African diaspora that uses art to imagine a better and more
technologically advanced future. Students had an opportunity to create their own artwork. They
used clay to create 3D structures, painted stamps to make beautiful prints, and used stencils and
craft materials to make puppets.

Scan or Click to watch our students in action! >>
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